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325 NW 10th Avenue

Gainesville, FL 32601
Mail:      PO Box 5086

Gainesville, FL 32627
Phone (352) 336-0839

Fax (352) 395-6570

www.breadofthemighty.org

Conducting a Food Drive for the Bread of the Mighty Food Bank
Why do a Food Drive?

The Bread of the Mighty Food Bank is your local food bank.  As such, we acquire and distribute food and basic essentials to other non-profit agencies that in turn provide for the needs of the poor and the needy in our community.  
Historically the face of hunger has been the homeless man or woman on the street corner holding a sign.  But, we are finding that during these tough economic times hunger is spreading beyond our most vulnerable citizens to working, middle class families who are only one unplanned auto repair or one emergency trip to the doctor away from a crisis.  Every day the “working hungry” in our community must make impossible choices between paying the rent and buying food for their families.  The supply of food on our shelves continues to be rapidly drawn down as the demand continues to rise.  Every day the need for food is very real in someone’s life, and they do not have the money to buy for themselves or their family.  The Food Bank and its service agencies are there to help meet this need - every day.

Who we are?

The Food Bank was established in 1987, and our service area includes the surrounding five counties of Alachua, Dixie, Gilchrist, Lafayette and Levy.  We are a part of Feeding America, the nations leading hunger-relief organization and members of the Florida Association of Food Banks. During fiscal year 2010-11, which ended on September 30, 2011, we distributed 4.1 million pounds of food through our network of 150 active servicing agencies.  
What is needed?

Almost any non-perishable food item.  Pantry staples and items that can be stretched are particularly desirable to the individual or family on a fixed income.  These items include:

Rice

Pasta

Canned potatoes

Peanut butter

Jelly

Shelf Stable Milks (canned, powdered, boxed)
Cereals

Boxed macaroni & cheese

Toiletries (soaps, shampoo, deodorant, toothpaste, toothbrushes, etc)
Soups
Canned vegetables

Canned fruits & juices
Canned proteins (chicken & tuna & beans)
Canned chili, stew or other meat based  food
Paper Products (toilet paper, diapers (adult & child), paper towels)
Food Drive Campaigns – How do we do it? How long?

1.  You can develop your own, in-house campaign and collection bins & sites; maybe an inter-office/company competition of some sort.

2.  The Food Bank has a limited number of collection bins and barrels which can be used by your company or organization

3.  The Food Bank can provide:

* information brochures
* Example flyers for publicity
* collection barrels & signs (call early so we can plan)
* give a food drive campaign kick off presentation

4.  The usual food drive is conducted for two to four weeks

What about giving money?

YES!!  With our buying power at the Food Bank a $1 donation helps to provide up to 10 pounds of food.
Once we get the food collected, then what?

The Food Bank will pick up donated food, or the organization may bring it to the Food Bank facility.  During Food Drives lasting several weeks, we can make pick ups weekly or as needed to keep bins/barrels from becoming too full.
Take pictures

Taking pictures to remember the event is a wonderful touch to add excitement and significance to the act of giving and sharing.  This is especially true for school drives – What child doesn’t like to have his/her picture taken to show off what they’ve done?  We at the Food Bank love to see the copies, too.
Bread of the Mighty Food Bank is

A Partner Distribution Organization of Second Harvest North Florida (A Certified Affiliate of  the Feeding America National Food Bank Network).  Bread of the Mighty Food Bank (BOTM) is a non-profit organization; and equal opportunity provider.  A copy of the official registration and financial information may be obtained from the Division of Consumer Services by calling 1-800-435-7352 (toll free within the State of Florida).  Registration does not imply endorsement, approval or recommendation by the State. BOTM is supported in part by the Alachua County Community Agency Partnership Program.  Visit our website www.breadofthemighty.org ; e-mail foodbank7@bellsouth.net

